updates & TepOrts

Debate sparked in Spain

Other positions explained on public or private
certification

The September issue of The Ovganic Standard (TOS77) contained
an arficle on the debate faking place in Spain between the
supporters af public and private certification, including allegations
by the association APECPAE that the public certifier CCEAE in
Cartalonia charges excessively high fees. The article instigated a
lively responze within the organic sector in Spain.

he reactions of two stakeholdars
I —5EAE, the Spanish associa-

tion of orgamie famuing, men-
tioned in the TOST7T article, and AE2,
a processors and Taders assoctation
(ze2 box) whose members do not fieel
reprasanted bv APECPAE s pesition
— ara reported hers,

SEAE (Spanish Society of Organic
Farming)

In the September article, SEAE was
named by the APECPAE President as
one of the organmizations that rejected
a proposal to allow operators to
choose between public and private
certification. After making it clear
that all organic certifiers — public and
prvate —can be SEAE members, Vie-
tor Gonzalvez, Secretariat of SEAE,
further explained the crgamsation’s
position on this issus.

Victor Gonzalvez believes that the
debate on certification should focus
on defanding systems that peamit the
maximum participation of operators
and zuarantes the transparency of its
manzgement, 1ather than whether the
best system 15 private or public. In
Vietor's opmion, m Spain such par-
ticipation has been achisved through
governing boards of regional certifica-
tion bodies, known as ‘Consejos or
Comutas’, although he does recogmise

that there are difficulties achieving the
fuull representation of every mnterested
party, and that this st be improved.
Victor Gonzalves compares the
Spamish cerification model with those
developed by farmers assoclations
in countries such as Switzerland or
Cremmany; but m Spam the prassnce
of a public Administration, which has

2 monitoring rele, compliancs with
zll applicable laws and regulations
can be guaranteed. He claims that the
Spamish model 15 25 valid as the po-
vata certification models developed in
other conntries of the ETT

Fagarding faes, the SEAE repre-
sentative pointad out that faes charged
by the public certification body are
decided by the board that represents
the operators, and those fees are pub-
lic and transparent. SEAE beliaves
that this 1s a fair system, because
those with higher income pay more.

AEZ responze
AE2 alzo rejected the proposal made
by the AFECPAF Presidant to allow
operators to choose betwesn public
and povate certification. The reasons
they gave for defendmg the public
certification medel in Catalonia wera:
+ Participation of the sector 15 guaran-
teed through demecratic rapresanta-

Background on AE2

E2 15 an association of organic processors and waders from Catalonia.

Established in Mevember 2008 1t has 20 members, whe are, according
to itz President, Dhonis Guiteras, all supperters of the ‘genuine’ concept of
organic farming. In particular, they bahave m aspects such as soetal ustice
and support specialised retailers instead of supermarkests and sheat-distance

rather than long distribution channels.

AFEY's aims are to promote organie farmung and consumption, act as a
lobbymg group, support research and development projects, efe. It also has
specific concerns assoctated with their location in Catalonia.

Encouraging Catzloma to declare itself as a GMO free region; encourag-
mg the mplementation of the Strategzic Flan for Organic Farming in Cata-
loma; supporting the creation of a Cataloman mstitute for organie farmmg;
cooperating in the continuous improvement and updating of CCPAE policies
and procedurss and supporting the creation of specific standards for crganic
smallholder production and processing umits.

Many of its aims, aspecially the general ones, are in commen with
APECPAE. Dnonds Gmteras explamed that they were happy when APECPAE
was created thiee vears age as it created the much needed opportunity for the
organie sactor to work together. Unfortumately, AE2 did not feel represented
by APECPAE and did not agree with the approach and the persenzl styls of

1ts reprasentatives.
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ton (slectons every four vears) m the
CCPAE govermment board {Consell).
By being under the umbrella of the
admimstration ope1ators and con-
sumers have more confidence n
CCPAE’s handling of scandals.

In Catalonia very little financial
suppert s given to crganic farm-
ing. The fee system establishad by
CCPAE, in which many small op-
erators pay less than ther real carti-
fication cost and bigger compames
pay higher fees than their certifica-
fion cost, 15 the only system that can
sustain a certification service afford-
able for everyone m Cataloma.

The public certification mode] 1= not
such an anomaly in Europe as it de-
fractors clam, ocenrmg in other coum-
mes such as m Finland and Denmark.
CCPAE contel 13 very rigorous,
companng favourably wath mest
private certification bodies.

updates & reports

On the matter of the fass z0 da-
nounced by APECPAE, My Guiteras,
President of AE2, commented that
thew are high and that they do affect
therr members whe would like to pay
lazs. However, the approach taken by

2 1z to support CCPAE and to cany
on coutributing to the improvement of
the public certification system mstead
of demanding pravate certification
beodes m Catalomia. Thewv baliave thos
will make 1t possible for the totality
of the organic sector m the country to
confimme enjoving the advantages of
the current svstem.

In addition, My Guteras pointed
out that under the prasent fas system,
oparators do net pay for residues anal-
ys1s, which are frequent m the CCPAE
contrel system. Especially expenzive
are the analyses for GMO contamina-
tion, which are systematically con-
dueted m all rizky activities such as

the feed mdustry or the comn growers.
AE? also disagiees with AFECPAE
that hugh fees affect the compettive-
ness of the orgamic mdusoy in Cata-
loma Mr Guiteras commented that,
whila no cne likes paying the high
feas, thev do not make a biz inpact
on the overall budzet of companies.

AFE? balieves that AFECPAE’s
confrontational positon with the Ad-
mimstration 15 not the right way to
achisve therr targets. Thos 13 an impor-
tant 1ssue In Spain, especially as there
15 a general faeling that wntl recenthy
the zovermment has not taken orzanic
farming seriomsly, resulting in a low
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Information provided by Victor
Cronzalver, SEAE Secrerariar, and Diomis
Craiteras, AE2 President.



